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authors, both of the Eastern and Western Church.   Papebroke places her
conversion in 383 and her death in 421.

In the example of this holy woman we admire the wonderful goodness
and mercy of God, who raised her from the sink of the most criminal
habits and the most abandoned state to the most sublime and heroic virtue.
Whilst we consider her severe penance, let us blush at the manner in which
we pretend to do penance.   Let her example rouse our sloth.   The kingdom
of heaven is only for those who do violence to themselves.   Let us tremble
with her at the remembrance of our baseness and sins as often as we enter
the sanctuary of the Lord or venerate his holy cross, the instrument of
our redemption.    We insult him when we pretend exteriorly to pay him
our homages and at the same time dishonour him by our sloth and sinful
life;   God, by the miraculous visible repulse of this sinner, shows us what
he does invisibly with regard to all obstinate and wilful sinners.   We join
the crowd of adorers at the foot of his altar; but he abhors our treacherous
kisses like those of Judas.    We honour his cross with our lips;  but he
sees our heart and condemns its irregularities and its opposition to his
holy spirit of perfect humility, meekness, self-denial, and charity.   Shall
we then so much fear to provoke his indignation by our unworthiness as
to keep at a distance from his holy places or mysteries?   By no means.
This would be irrecoverably to perish by cutting off the most essential means
of salvation.    Invited by the infinite goodness and mercy of God, and
pressed by our own necessities and dangers the more grievous these are,
with so much greater earnestness and assiduity must we sue for pardon
and grace, provided we do this in the most profound sentiments of com-
punction, fear, and confidence,

The following feasts are celebrated on April g:

ST DOTTO, founded and governed a great monastery in the sixth century on one of the isles
of Orkney. He lived to be one hundred years old : ST EUPSYCHIUS, martyr, of noble pirthand
but recently married when he was called on to declare his faith, under Julian the Apostate:
ST GAUCHER, Abbot in Limousin : ST MARY OF EGYPT : THE MASSYLITAN MARTYRS, in Africa,
famous in ancient calendars ; St Augustine preached a sermon on their festivals: THE Roj*^
CAPTIVES IN PERSIA, martyred in the year 362 (of Sapor, the year 53). Three hundred of tnese
had the option of adoring the sun or dying; twenty-five complied to save their lives, the
remaining 275, with Dausas, a bishop, remained constant to the end: ST WAI^TRUDE,
and ST ZOSIMUS.
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ST BADEMUS, ABBOT, MARTYR
(A.D. 3?6)

[Brom his original Syriac acts, written by St Maruthas  published ^^awM^t. L^ 165,
The Greek from Metaphrases were given us by Henschernus, p. 828, and Ruinart, p. SSo.j

BADEMUS was a rich and noble citizen of Bethlapeta, in Persia, who,
desiring to devote himself to the service of God out of his estates, founded
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